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Mayor's
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girisand boys players

When: Today through Saturday
Where: Coppin Btate College

Schedule: Five

games today
startingat 2:30 p.m.; last at 8:30
p-m. Bixgames tomorrow
startingat 1:30 p.m.; last at 8
p.m. Nine games S8aturday
mrllnnna.m lastat 9 p.m.

Versatile Hatten leads Mervo

Standout, team face
Anacostia in Academy

By LEM BATTERFIELD
- BUNBTAFF

Marcus Hatten can do just
about anything he wants to on the
basketball court.

He can be clutch, as he was
seoring 20 points in a 71-70 victory
over Lake Clifton last season, se-

night with two seconds left and
dribbling out of harm's way.

Or he can be acrobatic, as he
was in converting a crowd-pleas-
ing dunk off an alley-oop pass in
last season'’s Class 4A state semifl-
nal loss to Oxon Hill.

“The key s for us to be in the
game as a team, together, and if
they need a lift, then I feel I can
provide that lift,” said Hatten, a 6-
foots2, 160-pound senlor guard. “T
like to try to take over a game and
take the other team out of it early
but at the same time get my team

curing the win after grabbing his
eigh ive rebound of the

on the same page I'm on.”
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Listed In Streef and Smith's as
a preseason All-Baltimore selec-
tion, Hatten is an honor roll stu-
dent and a returning All-Metro
pick by The Sun.

Coach Woody Williams lists Xa-
vier (La) University, Xavier of
Ohio, Tennessee State, Florida
A&M, Stanford and Loyola among
along list of colleges after his star.

“In my uplnlon he can play at
any level any-
said

Just a matter
of assimilat-
himself.

could stepin
and contribute right away at any
of the country’s top programs.”

At 3 p.m. tomorrow, Hatten will
lead No.7-ranked Mervo (7-2)
against Anacostia, last season's
‘Washington runner-up to national
power DeMatha. The game s one
of two the Mustangs will play in
the three-day, third annual
Mayor's Basketball Academy
tournament at Coppin State,

Hatten, 18, earned most valu-
able player honors last season,
when the Mustangs upset then-
No.2 Randallstown and defeated
then-defending Class 4A state
champ Southwestern.

“We thought coming in we
hadn't gotten a lot of respect, but
we proved we belonged with the
top teams,” said Hatten, who had
27 points against Randallstown,
and against Southwestern had 16,
grabbed 12 rebounds, had 10 as-
sists and six steals.

Overall last season, Hatten av-
eraged 22.6 points, 12.2 rebounds,
and 94 assists alongside team-
mate Damien Jenifer, whose feats
got him a scholarship to Loyola.

Hatten and Jenifer were per-

(Girls baskethall
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Eyes up: McDonogh's Aisha Mason thinks about a shol againsi Seton
Keough's Sarah Walsh (right) during first-halfaction.

Top-ranked McDonogh
outlasts Seton Keough

Eagles sweep 3 best rivals
with their 34th win in row

By KATHERINE DUNN
BUNSTAFF

haps the area's most
backcourt.

That duo and 6-6 inside player
Hugh Brown, now at Allegany
Community College, helped the
Mustangs overcome Lake Clifton,

. Southern and Patterson for their

first Class 4A North region grown.

But seven players uated
from a squad that went 20-5 and
was ranked No. 2 inthe area.

“You take away Jenifer and a
couple of the other players we had
last year, and Marcus has had to
assume a pretty hefty burden,™
said Williams, who classified last
year's squad as “blue-collar work:
ersinaleague of Armif 5

Williams said HaW®n—who
amassed 206 steals last season,
still exemplifies that blue-collar
work ethie.

Hatten persevered in a 83-54
loss to No.2 Dunbar, with a 33-
point effort. He penetrated often
and was fouled often.

“My free-throw shooting could
have been better,” said Hatten.
who went 14-for-21 from the line.
“Defensively. 1 saw a 1-3-1, half-
court, double-teams — mainly
outside stuffl. It was a good indica-
tor, because after that game. we
were better prepared to practice
against what we expect teams to
do against us.”

Hatten recalled his teammates
winning a tightly contested game
against Southwestern last week
after he had fouled out with two
minutes remaining. He credited
teammates Kevin Taylor, a for-
ward, and point guards Xavier
Jackson and Donald Thomas “for
taking some of the pressure off
me.”

“You can't go out there and try
to be the team by yourself,” Hat-
ten said. “You need the other guys
towin.”

Whew!

Top-ranked McDonggh fin-
ished an exhausting run past its
three highest ranked opponents
with a 48-41 victory over No. 3 Sg-
ton Keough yesterday.

In the last nine days, all the
Eagles have done is polish off No. 4
Roland Park, 50-32, on Jan. 5, No. 2
St. Mary's, 62-54, on Monday, and
now the Gators. Any could have
snatched away the top spot. In-
stead. the Eagles (16-0) secured
their spot as the state’s No.1l
team.

“The kids love coming out and
playing these games every day,”
said MeDonogh coach Katie Keat-
ing. whose team also threw in a
64-57 win over Bryn Mawr Satur-
day. “It's been a killer stretch for
us. I am absolutely happy to be
through with that stretch.”

« The victory ran the Eagles’ win-
ning streak to 34 games dating
back to mid-December 1887. The
last Ballimore team to beat the
Eagles? The Gators, 54-45, In
McDonogh's gym on Dec. 13, 1996,

Yesterday, the Gators (11-3)
had the upset in sight until Eagles
guard Jazmine Norton put the
game out of reach in the final 30
seconds. Norton, who scored 11,
raced ahead for a layup off Katie
Nelson's half-court inbound pass
fora 48-38 lead.

“We saw they were going to full-
court press us,” said Norton. 1
looked at Katie, she looked at me,
and I just went long.”

Early, the Gators set the pace
for & low-scoring game that fa-
vored the upset with an intense
man-to-man defense and a patient
offense that milked the 30-second
shot clock. Although Mc
| jumped out to an'8-0 lead, the G
tors quickly recovered and held a

slight edge most of the second
quarter.

The Eagles, who often shoot 50
1o 60 percent, shot just 28 percent
from the field in the first half and
35 percent for the game. The Ga-
tors shot 16.fewer times but made
44 percent of their attempts.

Vicki Brick, the 1967-88 All-
Metro Player of the Year who led
the Eagles with 21 points, said her
team was not patient on offense.

“In our motion offense, they
were sagging in the middlé and
switching on the picks,” said
Brick. “It was hard for us to get
open shots, because they knew
where we were cutting to. We
weren't reading the defense that
well in the first half.”

At the beginning of the fourth
quarter, the Eagles’ lead was only
four points, 30-26, but they ex-
tended it witha 13-5 run, -

Aisha Mason's 18-footer gave
McDonogh a 43-31 lead with 2:48
to go, but the Gators weren't
through. Sarah Walsh took over
inside, scoring on a feed from Den-
ise King, a free throw, and one of
her three offensive rebounds — all
within 30 seconds — to bring the
Gators within 43-38.

During that stretch, the Eagles
lost 8-2 center Greichaly Cepero
with her fifth foul. Cepero, who fin-
ished with 10 points, 11 rebounds
and two assists. had been domi-
nant inside in the second half.

Still, the Eagles began to pull
away as Brick and Mason com-
bined for four free throws and Nel-
son and Norton combined for the
key long-distance pass.

The Gators tried five three-
pointers in the final minute but hit
only one — Meaghan Allan's only
fleld goal of the night — to pull
within 48-41 with 17 seconds left

All-Metro guard King led vhe
Gators with 11 points.

It didn't help the Gators to
have to play without 5-10 forward
Laura Stromberg. who will have
X-rays today to determine wheth-
er a previous foot injury is a sprain
or a break.

Girls baskethall
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Merey suffocates cold John Carroll, 56-30

Ma@cmml—"als score

ferent. The Magic blew the game
open by outscoring the Patriots

Patriots and foreing them into dif-
ficult shots. When the Patriots got
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By JEFF SEIDEL
SPECIALTO THESUN

John Carroll's nhoounc prob-
lems continued

allowing
two field goals in one 14-minute
stretch, and John Carroll scored
only two points In the second

quarter.

In fact, the Magic shut down
the Patriots’ offense throughout
the Catholic League game, Jamie

‘The Baltimore 8t
Athletes of the Week from 4 p.m. to 6
-800-829-8000,

at410-332-62000r 1

and
coaches can nominate.

Imﬁ-;!
6200,

One boy and fill be.
Wh_ 'Illmot::-ﬂ

of the Week.

scored 18 points, and
Kaitie Schuyler added 17 as Mercy
routed No. 13 John Carroll, 56-30.
Mercy (13-4 overall, 4-0 league)
beat John Carroll (6-7, 3-3) by only
three when the two teams last
met, but this time was mueh dif-

route toa 37-14 halftime lead.

g00d S3NOLS, LhEyY missed.
“Qur shou just haven't been

g an both
scored 12 points apiece in a first
half that Mercy dominated. The
Magic limited the Patriots to just
one second-quarter basket.

Mercy scored the first 16 points
oi the quarter and blanked John

sald John Carroll
coach Kathleen Shannon. “They
shoot extremely well, and even
when we had a hand in their faces,
they still made the shots.”
Schuyler ran Mercy's offense

Carroll until Megan Sparks’ put-
back with just 2:02 left in the hail.
The Patriots then scored just one
basket over the next eight min-
utes as Mercy rolled.

“We played good ‘help' de-
fense,” said Vogtman, who also
had 13 rebounds. “We stopped
them from penetrating. They're
quick, and they like to fast break a
lot, but we were able to stop
them.”

Mercy repeatedly cut off John
Carroll players as they tried to
drive, often double-teamihg the

well, when the Magic
spread the floor. Mercy seemed al-
ways to find the open player and
get a good shot.

“She controlled the tempo for
us,” said Mercy coach Mary Ella
Marion.

Ashlee Courter scored seven
points and pulled down five re.
bounds. Heather Ables and Elaine
Carroll of Mercy combined to do g
nice job fllling in for Becky
out with a sprained ankle. Darby
Burke led JOhn Carroll with nine
points, and Sparks scored sight





