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t of justice ii, si least IP my experience lias been a
2 courteous person. HI assume for (he moment that you
J misheard her and I uniI assume that at! Counsel will

MtLUHJCiC: We've gotten through five
J witnesses, we re rolling very quickly. We haven't the
l witness, but I'm not certain hew long IT will toko

THE COURT Lets get this out of the witness

I

J conduct iliemsrlvcs with decor and properly in trial
5 because tftai would be just a horrible crisis la pay for
6 all of you if you don't. So, shall we do this and try
7 to stay oh schedule

(Counsel returned to ihe trial tables and
9 the fallowing ensued:)

THE COURT Objection was sustained.
BY MR. LJRICK

12 q Mr Bianca, are Defense attorneys free to
IJ make request of you to analyze items'1

vs oUTChRHEZ Objection.
THfci COURT Overruled
MR BEANCA:

17 A Ves, In fact, we received ■■ l\c received
JH some personally.

BY MR UJUCJt:
10 Q As of today, December ICth. l9Sÿhasany
3 1 request come from the Defend to analyse any of these
n riems?

4

S shall we?
(Counsel returned lo the trial rabies and

7 die following ensued )
Mft UJUCK: If imay have the Court's

9 indulgence for just a wound.
THE COURT. Yes.

6

$ ii

Id td
LI MR. UEUCK: If J may continue to have tft

12 Court's indutgence for just a second.
THP COURT: Yes, sir. State call it s next

it

14 wittieJix pVasc,14
[J MR, (JAEcK Thank you. Your Honor. Ai this

to time the State would cot! Romano Thomas to the stand.
tilt CLERK Please stand and mise your right

13
LO

17
IK hand.

a9 ROMANO THOMAS,
2D a witness produced on call of ihc Slate, having first
21 been duly sworn, was examined and testified as fallows;

THE CLERK. You may be sealed. Phase speak
?J into the microphone, keep your voice up. For the
24 record siare your nunc and your assignment.

MR THOMAS: My name is Romano Thomas. I'm

19

22
MS. GUTIERREZ Objection.
THE COURT- Overruled.
MR. BIANCA: No, 23
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MR, UfUCK No further questions.
THE COURT: Cross.

RECROSS EXAMINATION
BY MS GUTIERREZ.

: assistant supervisor with the mobile crime lab unit.
2 Baltimore Police Department.

\
1
J DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. URICK.
S 0 Good afternoon, Mr. Thomas.

MR THOMAS
1 A Good afternoon.
s q Whai is the mobile unri forthc crime lab?
9 A The mobile unit is 4 specialized unii lhai

lb responds to crime scenes in phoiqgraph. document.
11 package and recover evidence.
12 Q And how long have you been employed hy the
[> Haitimare City Police Department?
L4 A Six years.
IJ q And what hive your duties been during lhai
16 time?

5
4 4

5 0 Do defense attorneys hive my obligations to
f> make eny request lo analyze any piece of evidence
7 against their clients, Mr Bianc a?

MR URLCK: Objection.
THE COURT Overruled.
MR BIANCA. !m not a lawyer.
MS GUTIERREZ Thank you.
THE COURT Good day. sir Thank you very

6

&
9

in
II
E2
11 much.

MR BEANCA: Your welcome
MR URCCK: May Counsel approach. Your Honor?
THE COURT YfS.
(Counsel approached the bench and following

14
13
16

A During that lime, the fim three years I was
IB assigned to the mobile unu classified as a crime lab
19 technician I in whichIresponded to various crime
10 scenes, crimes against persons and also property cranes
21 as well including burglaries. The past three years
22 I've been employed with the police department in the
2J mobile unit as an assiiiant supervisor.

Q And drawing your uttcniion now to Fcbmory
25 the 9lhof 1999. Did you have occasion fa respond io

1717
IS ensued:}

THE COURT- Marianne, can you get those bar
:u stools here so Counsel can get -

MS. GUTtERREZ: With wheels, with wheels.

19

2i
MR. URlCK. Your Honor, may the witness be22

21 excused?
THE COURT Yes. good day* scr, Okay. Here 2434

25 we are again.
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[ The 4400 block of Franklin Town Road which is in THE COURT Yes ii may.

MR. URICK.
3 p ]f you would please would you hand thai
* exhibit to (he woman loyour right there so she can
5 pass tl around. Please look now m State’s Exhibit 10.
6 Cm you identify those photographs?

2 Lmcoln Pork in the city of Baltimore. Srate of
3 Maryland?
A A Yes, sir 1 did,
5 Q What duties wore you performing on thin dale?
6 A On that dale I was performing supervisory
7 duties during that lime.

8 Q And upon your arrival what did you observe?
9 A Upon my arrival there were several detectives

lo who were already present at the scene scouring the
Li crime scene for evidence, Upon my mval they
u diremed me to what we believed lo have been ai ihat
IJ lime a human body that was buried.
t« Q If I may approach the witness ai this time.
Li I'm going to ask him to examine whai have been marked
1* for identification purposes as Stale's Exhibits 9 and
1? 10 and IK

2

7 MR THOMAS
8 A Yes, sir I con.
9 Q What do those represent?

to A These photographs represent closer closer
11 photographs of the area where we believed the body was
J2 found.
]J Q Do (hey fairly and accurately depict the
It scene as you found n that day?
IS A Yes, sir they do.

MR. URECK. Would offer State's Exhibit 10.
17 the exhibit of plxnographs.

THE COURT: Without objection Stale's 10 is

[6

(Siait's Exhibits No. 9, 10 &
11 was marked for
identification.)

THE COURT: Yes you may.
BY MR. LR1CK.

23 Q You want to take a few moment!) and examine
24 those items.

18IS
19 admitted,19

(Stale's Exhibit No, 10. previously
marked lor identification, is

received into evidence )
MR URICK. I would ask that tl be published

24 to the jury at ihis time.
TIIE COURT It may be published.

2020
212 L

22 22
23

25 MR. THOMAS 25
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1 A Okay.
2 Q Have you had a chance lo examine the
3 exhibits?

I BY MR. UEUCK:
2 Q Andean yew identify whai's in Slate's
] Exhibit 1 1?

a A Yes, sir ] hove.
5 Q If you would please first find the OIK that's
6 marked as Stale's Exhibit 9.
7 A Okay.
8 Q Can you identify that exhibit?
9 A Yes, sir. These appear to be overall

in photographs of the area. 4400 block of Franklin Town
ll Road.
12 Q And do those fairly and accurately depiction
13 the - depict ihc scene as you saw it thai morning?
I4 A Yes. sir,
15 Q Or that afternoon rather.
16 A Yes, sit they do.

MR URICK: We would offer Siaie s Exhibit 9.
is the photographs.

THE COURT Wiihout objection Slate's 9 is

MR THOMAS
5 A Yts, Sir. These arc close up photography
6 shots of the victim as we were unearthing her
7 Q And do they fairly and accurately depict the
8 disinterment of (he body on thai date in question ?
9 A Yes, sir they do.

MR, URICX Would offer Stale’s Exhibit 1 1 at
1 1 this time, ihe photographs.

TH1- COURT- Without objection State's Exhffif
1 3 Number 1 1 is admitted.

4

to

L2

(Slate's Exhibit No. 11, previously
marked for identification, was
received into evidence.)

MR. URICK: Now -
Trtfi COURT: And it may be published.
MR. URICIt: Mr. Mack, do you have the other

2D photographs at this time? The ones of the car. No,
21 the ones of the items in the car. There should be
22 another one too.

THE COURT Fourteen and 15.
BY MR. URICK:

(j Mr. Thomas, these arc already in evidence,

14
15
16
17I?
IB
t919

2D admitted.
(Slate's Exhibit No, 9, previously
marked for identification, was
received into evidence )

MR CHICK May that exhibit be published to
25 the jury ai this lime?_

21
22

2323
2424
25
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but I'm going to nsk you to take a Jack al (hem anyway.

MR THOMAS
3 A Okiy. Okay.
4 Q Do you recognize those?
J A Yes, sir 1 do.
* Q Drawing your attention to February -on or
7 about February 28ih of 3 999. did you have occasion to
8 respond to headquarters at which time the vehicle was
9 being processed?

10 A Yes, sir.
1 1 Q What was your duties on that date?
J2 A My duties on that date was supervisory,
13 Q On both dates in question w as all evidence
[4 that was seized, seized m your presence?
IS A Yes, sir it was.
16 Q And was it packaged in your presence?
|7 A Yes. sir,

is Q Now, what is an offense report number'?
19 A I'm sorry. What was that again h

20 Q What is an offense report number?
21 A An offense report number is a central
22 compJain number that's used with die Baltimore City
23 Police Department.
24 Q And was this incident involving the body in
25 Lincoln Park given an offense report number or 8

Page 111
BY MR. URJCft:

2 Q Have you had a chance to examine that?
MR THOMAS

4 A Yes, sir.

s Q And can you identify that object or objects?
6 A This appears M be a map that was recovered
1 from the vehicle on tft 28th of February of '99, same
8 case.
9 Q ir you look at the photographs, db you see an

10 object in tlic photographs?
1 1 A Yes, sir I do.
12 Q And you actually have two objects, don l you?
U A Yes. sir that would be correct.
H Q And what w the item on top?
15 A The item on top is one particularly case that
16 was tom out of the map in question.
17 Q And do you see the map book on these
l* pictures?
19 A Yes, sir J do,
20 Q Where was the map book?
21 A The map book itself was located in ihc rear
22 seat of the vehicle.
23 Q And do you see the page that was tom out ’
24 A Yes, su,
25 Q And where was that?

t
2

3
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1 central complaint number’
2 A Yes. Yes, sir. One was generated at the
J time of the original enme scene.
4 Q And whui was that number?
j A Thai number would be 998B, boy. 05301.
b Q And all further reports and evidence is

7 referenced back lo that number, is that correct?
6 A Yes, str that is correct,

9 q Now, what is the evidence control unit?
10 A The evidence control unit is a section that's
1 1 within the basement of the headquarters building. That
12 is where all evidence that is seized not only
13 throughout the crime lab. but police officers
1 4 throughout the city submit all evidence,
i S q And what is a property control number?
16 A A property control number is a number thatJs
17 issued by the evidence control umtto identify
Eg property that's recovered from different individuals,
19 Q Now, if I may approach the wimcss al this
20 time? I'd ask you to examine thai objed and sec if
2] you con identify if.

THE COURT: Is there an evidence number7
MR. CROC ITicre's no number attached to u

A Again it was also located in the rear of theI
2 vehicle,
3 Q At this time I'd ask is there - if 1 may
4 just for the jury’s information. How is paper

1 5 processed when it's seized?
6 A Generally, when paper is seized by one of our
7 units it's sent to our latent ctnme unit m which it is

8 processed in a different manner other then the normal
9 t'mgerprim powder which is a hi -chromatic powder,

10 Q And has thflt paperwork been processed17
u A As far as l can tell, yes.
12 Q Now, is there any reason it shouldn't be
13 touched at this point or anything?
14 A No, noi at arty lime,

IS Q I'd ask-*
THE COURT: Is the book 17 and the may itself16

]? 16?
MR. URICK: Yes. with the Court’s permission

19 at this time I will affix the labels to that affect.
18

THE COURT- Okay.
MR. URICK: For identification purposes the:i

22 single page.22
THE COURT: Okay,
MR. URICK: And the map book proper I'm

25 affixing for identification purposes State's Exhibit

23
24 yet, 1 — 24

MR THOMAS Okay. Okay,25
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L 17, MR THOMAS. Thai would be the urea on
J Lincoln Park. Would you like for me to present ■■

MR URECK ] don't know if the Coon would
< want him xo physically show it. It u. a little bit
s dusty and gntty.

THE COURT Why don't you let him get oil the
t stand and then show it to the various sections of the

l
(Slate s Exhibit No, 17 was
marked for identification )

BY MR URJCK
5 Q Was that item assigned a property control
(ÿ number when it was submitted to the evidence control
7 unit?

2
ii

4

&

MR. THOMAS:
9 A Yes, sir it was.

lb 0 And how is the paperwork filled out on that 1

1 1 A There’s generally -- the general paperwork
L2 that's filled out is a form known as a 56 form
1) Basically that form is a properly form which is filled
H out. It includes the investigating officer's name, the
15 person who was recovering the evidence name as well as
16 what the items that are contained within (lie recovery,
[7 Q And was that paperwork filled out on those -

is thui item?
19 A Yes, sir it was.
20 Q Was it filled oui in your presence?
21 A Yes, sir it was.
22 Q Okay. And who's handwriting ts on the form?
23 A It should be Frank!tn Sanders, technician
24 Sanders.
25 Q Now. what's the tape on the side fur?

a jury,8
MR. URJCK: Showing the side outward that had

10 that Lincoln Pork on it. Start over there wuh the
] I lady on the far right. Thank you,

THE COURT Does anyone on the jury have any
i3 of our evidence by the way? Do we hate everything
K back? Thank you,

MR. URICK At this time 1 would ask to
16 return those items to the Clerk and submit them JS
17 evidence. You mine as well leave those on for a while.

MR THOMAS. Too late, \ took them off
BY MR. URICK: Do you have a sticker ?

20 Q I’d ask you w -- does that package reference
21 the offense report number m this case?

MR THOMAS

9

IS

15

IS
19

22
25 A Yes, sir it does
24 Q And docs it have a property control number to
25 items of evidence thai are wired inthis case'.'

Page 1 14 Page 1 1 h
l A The tope on the bag is evidence tape that's
2 used to seal all evidence that's submitted to evidence

l A Yea. six it does.
I Q And was that bag packaged in your presence''
5 A Yes, sir it was
J tj I'd ask youto open u at this time an
i examine the contents

* A Okay
7 y Have you had a chance tn examine those items J

& A Yes, sir I have
9 Q Can you identify ihorc items?

10 A Yes, sir T can
It Q Winn are they?
1 2 A These are items that were also recovered from
J J the vehicle in reference to this OXK

H Q AIL right. I show you know what's already in

15 eviilenoe as State's Exhibit 15 which is Hems in !he
16 mink or the vehicle. Do you see the items in litre''
17 A Y«, Sir.

Ik Q AC this lime I would Truck OS Slate's Exhibit
19 19

3 control section for purpo.se of -- Tor purposes of chain
J of custody.
5 Q And was licit bag scaled in your presence on
6 the day TIK item was scired *
7 A Yes, sir it was.
& Q And is u substantially the same form os it
9 was on the day it was seized?

to A Ye*, sir.
MR URICK Would offer as Stele's 16 and 1 7.

12 the mnp book and the map page.
THE COURT Without objection State's 16 and

ji 1 7 arc admitted.

II

13

(Slate's Exhibits No. 16 & 17.
previously marked for
identification, are receded into
evidence,)

BY MR URECK If I may approach the witness
20 at this time, Your Honor I would like to direct his
21 intention to one spot on the map

Q Officer Thomas, was it that I just pointed

15
l*
17
IS
19

(Slate's Exhibit No 19 was
marked for idcntill cation >

Q A note that's labeled "Don"
A I lost a little piece

Q And I'm marking for ideniiftcsiion 20A and
25 20B 20A bemg an envelope addressed lo the Lee family

30
21
2222

23 to? 23
THE COURT: On State 16?
MR. URICK Ytt,

2424
25
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I and 20 B being a now dun's inside the item I
2 previously just listed if as a single Exhibit 20
3 because there are two paper objects there. At this
4 time we're marking them as A and B.

(State s Exhibits No 20A & 2 OB are
marked for identification)

7 Q If you would put the other items back in the
s bag at this time. Now, the tluce items that I pulled
9 up, arc those in substantially the same shape as they

10 were on the date that you received them?
II A Yes, sir.
12 Q And did they seised the package in your
[3 presence?
14 A Yes. sir they were.

MR L'RJCKJ I would offer State’s Exhibit 19
16 and 20A and B at this time.

THE COURT: Without objection Slate’s 19 and
LB 20A and 20B are admitted.

(State's Exhibit No. 19. 20A &
20B, previously marked for
idenlifieation, are received into
evidence,)

MR. URICK. l would ask that State's Exhibit
24 1 9 be published to the jury at this time by the witness
2! reading it.

A This package contains papers that were
; recovered from the glove box of the vehicle.

Q I’d ask you to open the package at this tune
4 and examine the contents. Specifically, I’d like to
5 see if there’s a Nationwide Ireturanee card among the

I

1

S
to A papers

7 A Okay, Yes, sir it is.
U (j At this I'd mark it for identification as
9 State's Exhibit 22. Pardon me 24, the Nationwide

IP Insurance ID from ihe glove box.
(State's Exhibit No. 24 marked
for identification )

13 Q Can E see that please?
14 A Yes.
IS (J ts that 24?

THE COURT: Yes.
MR. URICK:

IS Q This exhibit which has been marked for
tv identification purposes as Stale's Exhibit 24 and
20 substantially the same shape and form as it was when it
21 was received?

MR THOMAS:
23 A Yes, sir it is.
24 Q And was it seized and submitted and packaged
23 in your presence?

II
12

13
16
17

19
30
2 J

222:
23
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THE COURT Okay,
MR. THOMAS: Stale's Exhibit 19 reads, Heyt

3 cutK sony !can't stay 1 have to go to a wresting
i match at RandaLlsiown High, but I promise to page you
3 as soon os 1 get home. K? Till then lake care and
i> drive safely. Always, Hai, H-A-l, P S, ** P,S. the
7 interview went welt and 1 promise to lape it -- to tape
8 it so you can see me as many as - as many and as often
9 as you want

1 A Yes, sir it was.
MIL URIC* We would offer as State's Exhibit

1
2 2

3 24. the Nationwide Insurance card.
THE ctX RT: Without objection State's 24 is4

5 admitted.
(State's Kxhibu No. 24, previously
marked for identification, was
reowvod into evidence.)

DV MR. URJCK If you could put those back m
10 the beg a! this time. And J '11 return that to the
1 1 Clerk at this omc far safe keeping.
)2 Q At this time 1 would like you to examine the
13 cement? of what's labeled as property number 99009000.
14 Specifically, wtuu l would like you to do is to see if
13 you can End this floral paper nghi on the items m
[6 Out bag. First of all coo you identify that bog?
[? A Yea, I can.
16 Q And does it reference the offense report ai
19 this incident'1
20 A Vex, it docs
21 Q And docs it have one of the property numhert
22 that was assigned to property that was submitted to the
23 ECU in this case9
24 A Yes, sir it docs.
23 O If you would please open the bag mi this

h
7
a
9

BYMR.URICX
11 0 And the note is addressed to whom on the
12 other side?

10

MR. THOMAS.13
14 A Don.

MR URJCK: At this time [ would ask the
16 exhibits be given to the Clerk to be entered inio

17 evidence.

ts

THE COURT Yes
BY MR. URICK

20 Q If I may approach tie witness again at this
21 time I'd ask him to examine this package. Have you had
22 a chance to examine the package?

MR THOMAS
24 A Yes, sir ] havi?-
23 tj And what is that package9_

IS
19

23
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l took at this map.l Time.

2 A And this would be the flora] paper that's
3 represented in the photograph.

TICE COURT: As loud as you can, sir so I can
; get you near a microphone.

MR. THOMAS. Yeah, the flora] paper contained
7 with that package here would be the floral paper that's
b referenced to in the photographs.

BY MR URKK

THE COURT Please don't block my jurors, Ms.2
3 Gutierrez.

BY MR URIOt:
5 Q I lave you had a chance lo review the exhibit 1

MR THOMAS:
T A Yes, sir I have.
a Q And based on thni can you in genera] terms
9 identify approximately where die body was located"1

10 A ]ri general terms the body was have been
II located along this area m Lincoln Park, (inaudible!
12 Edmondson Avenue.
U Q Please lake ihc sticker which is marked B Tor
H body and place it where the body would hove been. You
[J may return to ihc scot ut this time. If I may hove the
id Court's indulgence for just a second. Mr. Clerk. lrd
J7 like you to mark for identification as Slate's Exhibit
18 30 We're marking lor identification at this lime as
I? Stale's Exhibit 30, the eel! pltonc, the Defendant's
20 cell phone that was seized at Ins house pursuant to a
21 search and seizure warrant.

(State's Exhibit Vo. 30
premarked for identification.)

MR. URiCK. Pursuant to stipulation we'd now
25 offer into evidence State's Exhibit 30. the Defendant's

44

6 a

9
10 Q Okay I'm going to mark tor identification
11 purposes that bag of various items and we'll just leave
12 that as one exhibit at this tune.

(State's Exhibit No, 22 was
marked for identification.)

15 Was this item seized, packaged and submined m your
16 presence?

IJ
14

17 MR THOMAS
i a A Yes, sir ii was.
ifl Q And is it in substantially the same condition
20 and shape as when it was seized,11
21 A Yes. sir it is,

MR URICK Would offer os State's Exhibit
23 22, the flora] paper exhibit.

THE COURT: Without objection Stale's 21 is

22 22
23
2424

25 admitted.
Page 122 Page 124

(State's Exhibit Vo. 22. previously
marked for idem ideal ion, was

received into evidence )

BY MR URICK And I wt]| give that to the
? Clerk for (inaudible) to evidence at this time.
fy Prepacked the larger bag
7 Q Is there anything remaining m there at this
h time?

J cell phonel
THE COURT Without objection and pursuant to

3 the stipulation or agreement State's Exhibit Number 3Q

4 is admitted.

2 2
3
4

{State's Exhibit No. 30, previously
marked for identification, was
received into evidence.)

MR. uucx And if I may have the Court's
9 permission just to publish it by showing JI io the jury

10 at this nme

5
6
7
8

9 MR THOMAS
lo A No. sir.
j J Q Mr. Mack you can use that larger hag to keep
12 it in. That one's apparently tom,

13 u Do you recollect today approximately where (3 ask you lo mark it in u evidence now. Witness unili
14 the body was located on Franklin Town Road in Lincoln 1 4 ihe Defense at this pomi

15 Park1*
16 A As far os from ihe roadway or ~
17 Q Just vaguely in the general geographical
16 terms. Lei me show you a map and you take i look at ]fi

19 it.
20 A Okay.
21 Q If I may use the easel again at ihis time.
22 May the witness come down from the stand at this time?

THF COURT Yes,

TUT COURT- You may.
MR, LFJUCK Mr. Clerk, here's the Hem I'd

II
12

THE COURT: 0*W5
MS. GUTIERR£Z: No questions.
THE COURT May the witness be excused?
MR. L KICK Y«.
71JE COURT. Thank you, Mr ThomiK. Good day.

2D Sir. Ladies and gpmlemen. we‘ve came to the end of
2E our first (lay of that. 1 will .send you back to your
22 jury room and when you're dismissed I'll uk you to go
23 home and have good weekends. Please be back here
24 between 4 and 9:15 an Monday morning lo be paid After
25 you have hegn paid if you will report to your jury room

L5
J6
17

19

23
24 BY MR URICK:
25 0 1 d ask you to take a lew seconds and lake a
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