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the courtroom. Keep an open mind throughout the frial and at the end of the ewdence |
will explain to you the law that applies to this case. Agan, you must campielely cisregard
any newspaper, television or radio reports that you may have read, seen or heard
conceming tis case. Those reports are not evidence and you must not be influenced in
any manner about the case from that publicity. So dontwatch or hsten o any televsion
orradio broadcast Don't read anything from any source about this case. about cnme in
general, about criminal senfencing. If anything accurs contrary fo these instrucons.
please wite me 2 note 23 5000 2 possitle. And agan, don't discuss anything that you
write in the note to me with any members of the jury. Agaim, don' dscuss the case wih
anyone -- other jurers, courtroom personnel, friends and relatives. spectalors and
reporters, Mo discusston al all. Avoid all contact with the paries. winesses and fawyers
IF anyone ties fo discuss tis case with you or amything questonable happens please wite
me 3 nole as soan as possible and, again, don't discuss it wath any of your jurars - -
members. For the net few weeks, we're going to by to create a itfle vacuum for you
and we want you fo focus, again, on this tnal for the next few weeks and not to let
anything In that might affect your decision other than what you see and hear actually inside
this courtroom. Does the State have an opening statement?

MR. URICK:  Yes it does, your Honor

THE COURT: Yes, sir.

MR. URICK:  Mayitpiease the court - - counse! Madam lorslady
ladies and gentlemen of the jury, good afternoon.

JURY: Good afternoon

(OPENING STATEMENT BY MR URICK)

MR. URICK:  As Judge Quartes told you, my name is Xewn Unck My

co-counsel’s name is Kathieen Murphy. We're assistant Slate’s aftomeys Ve're hired by
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Patncia Jessamee (ohonetically) the Stale's aftorey for Balimore City to prosecute
criminal cases in Baltimare City. We'te 2 of appronmately 140 attormeys who appear
every day in the various criminal courts in Baltimore City trying cases Cn behaif of Mrs
Jessamee and the Stale’s Attorney's Offie, | want to thank you for the process you've
gone through - - some of you for hwo days - - of being selected for thvs ury and the
precess thal you'e going to go through dunng the course of tus tnal We appreciate the
fact that you come m to do this oivic duty and we want to thank you n advance We
would also ke to remind you. as the Judge has and wl, that this 1s going (o be 2 rather
long trial thaf's due based on the ewidence and | would ask you to bsten very carefully to
alof it and make your decision at the end of tis case. Al thus poit. | getlo give you an
apening statement which is sort of [ke a preview of coming - - sod af coming atrachon
that you see at the movie where you see a couple minute railer of what the mavie tself s
going to be. You're going to hear a ot of evidence i this case and it all going 1o boil
down to very simple ewdence. On January 13 of s year which was a \Wednesday a
Ballimare - - 2 Unwversty of Baltmore - - | believe she was - - student by the name of
Jennifer Pusateri went to call 2 fend of hers by the name of Jay Wids  This call occumed
at apprommately 706 or 709 m the evening. Jay had paged her a short bme belore and
she was refuming the page. The number that he had lef far her to call was this number - -
{443) 2539023, Thatnumber was the number to 2 cell phane  The Delendant's cel
phone, in s case. Jenn Pusater called thal number The Delendant answered She
asked for her friend, Jay The Defendant said "he can' ccme 1o the phane nght now
We're busy. Hel call you back.” And hung up. Al the hme that that call was made: the
Defendant was standing in Lincoln Park burying the body of s gifnend Hae Min Lee
Youre going fo hear how Hae Min Lee and the Defendant were students together at
Woodlawn High School. They had been for years. They'e i the hanor program
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Woodiawn, as many of your probably know, 15 & magnel schoal where the honors
program students go They met there. They'd known each other for awhde |n e
Jumor year, they began going together. and both of hem loved each ather very much and
both sacnficed for the other The Defendant sacnficed things thaf wer very dear 1o him -
- s seligous vaiues and the way that his family looked at b The Defendant s 2
Moslem. In that fath, premarita - - datng i5 not zlowed and premantal sex s absolutely
fortudden. He had to sacnifice those values to go with Hae Mn Lee Hs family - - whigh
was a Moslem family - - wanied hum to five by Maslem values, and he sacnficed there oo
n essence, he made his ife e 50 that he could have this woman and  caused prablams
for him. You wilk hear how, at the homecoming dance i ther senior year i fll of 1398
the Defendant went (o the homecomng wih s grifnend, Hae Lee The Defendant's
parents appeared - - and you're going to hear from Lynefte Woodley, the prncipal at
Woodlawn, about how the parents of e Oefendant pulled him out of the dance and were
creating such a scene that she had to ask them fo separate - -to isak il up because ey
were causing a lof o distubance You'se going lo hear from Hae Lee thal she was very
very aware of the problems that ths was causing for the Defendant. We're going to
Include here her diary in which in her own words she wiltell you - - you're going to get a
Iot more but its going Io run something like this. which s from her dary This i
approxmately July 16t of 1998 continued 3t 12 pm - "He went to Texas with his father
for some Moslem conventon thing He called me on the 174h, Frday twice al ! 30 and al
830 pm with calling cards Isn'the sweet? | keep crying over the phane because ' =ss
Iimso much. Then hie went into 2 whole explanabion of the purpase of the 1np 12 T2tas
He told me that s refigion means hfe fo fum and he hales i when he sees sarezre
purpasely gung against it He ned to remain a faihful Moslem all his be but be =i
love v me which s 2 great sin. But he told me there 1s no way he wil ever [2ave me
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because he can't imagine 2 ife without me. Then he said thal ane day he would have to
chnose between me and hs rehgion. This is exactly what Sawk (phanebeally) was talking
about. 1ove him 50 much and when it comes down to choosing I gaing to l=t him go
his own way If you have to deny yoursel a part of you for love then that’s nol god |
really couldn’t care less since my religron means shitto me but to him. his religion quides
fus ble Its the worid to him and | hate the fact that ' the cause of 2 sin no matter what
e says * The Defendant sacnficed - - made a be of his life. But Hae Lee sacnficed oo
She loved the Defendant so much that she saw it was wrong for him o be a ths
reiaonship veth her and she sacnificed. She loved him 0 much she was wiling 1o let him
go because that was best for him and it was not easy for her Shontly afer the
namecoming dance, they broke up one tme. She was in love. She couldn't stay away
from him, They ot back logether She finally qot her strengih together towards this
November/December and broke it off for good started a new ife for herself stated
dating 3 new person at that tme  But stll deeply foved the Defendant but sacrficed the
selfish love that she fel- - the need to be vath tum - - for the unselfish fove of daing what
ias best for him - - letting him go. The Defendant did not realize the sacnfice that she
made - - oid not realize thal what she had done was an aclof love, The Defendant gal
caught up in s honar. The facts wil show thal at thal point he et betayed, pubicly
humiiated, and envaged. He set out to kil Hae Min Lee. You're going to hear from Jay
ilds who knew the Defendant because tis gifend, Stephenie McPherson, wentto
shoal with the Defendant and Hae Lee, and occasionally they double dated You'e
going to hear haw the night belore, the Defendant called him, said lefs go shoppung or |
want you to take my car tomartow. So the next moining, the Defendant skips out of
school, meets up th Jay Wilds, gives hum the car, and at that bme says I'm gaing o kil
Hae Jay -~ hunking his 1s Just male posing - - said yeah, yeah, yean, took the car left
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Well after the day went by - - in the aflemoon about 2:30, 240, he gets a page - - and he's )
gotthe Defendant’s car, he's got e Defendants ezl phone. He gets  page to mee the (2
Defendant 2! the Best Buy. He meets the Defendant there. The Defendant has Hae Min 3
Lee's car and says look | didit, pops the frunk, there's the body of Hae Lee. Atthat 4
point, Jay Wilds i totalty shocked and stays in a state of shock. When the Defendant asks &5
i to help him get rid of the bady, he helps him. That's how fater - -7 06, 7:09, they're o
in Lincoln Park. You're going to see certain exhibits. One of the mastimpodant is this 5}
one which is the Defendants cell phone records. These are the cals that were made o 3)
and from the Defendant’s cefl phone on January 13t of 1998 And you'l find out that 15
calls that are dialed on the phone, they keep a record of the number that s dialed, but for (10}
incoming calls - - you probably have cefl phones, you've probably seen this on your own L1

records - - the numbers not (indiscemible), just the fact that s mcoming. Well we've got
two calls at 709 and 7:18 - - both very brief ones. And with cell phones - - & you're
probably aware - - they e made hrough radio waves where te companies put up towers
- communication towers - - fat cover a certain geographic area These are called cell
sites. Most towers have three Sides -~ an A, B, Cside And a phane that s in 3 particular LE)
area will lock on fo the tower that the - - that is dominating the cell sie. and the call wil i
qo trough there, and they can record the cell site. Bath of these cell calls at 7 09 and [GES)
7:16 were made in LEB3B which is & cefl sie where the telephone communicaions pole is 1%
at 2421 Windsor Garden Lane. You're going to see anather exhibil which is 3 map of cell 2m
sites and how they correspond to the City, and you're gomg to see that 689 - the cell - - 21
covers Lincoln Park. Thal bofh of those calls were made from the Lincoln Park cel sie. 32
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And you're going lo hear how the body was buned and recovered from Lincaln Park (23}
The Defendant answered his phone twice in Lincoln Park while he's burying the body 2t 1)
You're going to hear thatinformation, You're going to see the cell phone records (251
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You're going to see this map and have it explained to you After they buried e bady, (4
they went over fo Edgewood Road, which is off Edmondsen a couple blocks i and a few (2
blocks down - - s 2 couple blocks from Wilkens. They left Hae Lee's carin an 3
apariment complex parking lot there. Then they drove up Edmondsan back to Woodiawn ki
in the Defendant's car now. And you're going to see that there are two calls that

immediately follow the Lincoln Park ones. One s L6534, one s L6S3C, and they have

ofta tower on North Apple Avenue and that's nght here You  You can achually follow

the progress of the Defendant's car leaving Hae Lee's. qoing Edmondson Avenue. The e
eatier car beng on the east side of the Apole Averue tower The later ane being on the 2
west side as they're drving on Edmendson back to Woodawn You're gang to hear 1)
how n the car there was a map -~ one of these ADC map books. Out of that map 2 page L
was tomn. That page was the map of Lincoln Park - - the part of the Ciy that inchuded
Lincoln Park. That map was recovered slightly waded up behind the dnver's - - behind
the passenger’s - - n the rear seat foor behind the passenger's side Exacty he place
where someone wha is sifing in the dnver's seat using I o direct umself - - afer he was 5
through with 1, would lean over - - naturally his arm would o behind the passenger seat - 1€)
- and put on the fioor there. You're going to hear how the map that that page was fum i
outof has the Defendants fngerprin on it You're gaing to hear the tesimony of Jay iig)
Wilds and you're going to see e cell phone informabon At the end of his case, we're {191

going to come back and be able to argue this for you and, at that bme, 'm going to ask 1209
y0u 10 come back wit a guilty finding for first degree premeditated murder by the (213
Defendant of the victim, Hae Min Lee. Thank you very much. (22
THE COURT: Ms. Gutierrez? (23
(OPENING STATEMENT BY MS. GUTIERREZ) (24

MS. GUTIERREZ:  Iwas a gueing process by which al of you-- 17 £25
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of you - - were chosen to sitn judgment of your fellow ciizen. 115 3 process that has
been evohang, uniike the rest of the world, for almost 700 years to end up with ordinary
cibzens who stand up before the very ciizen whose charge they undertake | dont thank
you for enduring thal grueling process 1tis your obligabon as citizens whether you wish
tobe here or not. And it has been writen that lo sit as a juror s the hughest of abiigations
that any of us can aspire to as cibzens offier f1an to fve law abiding Ines As the Judge
told you. thioughout the il and at the end of the ial he acts as an umpre He wil e
onobjections. And at the end, before you are asked fo decide, he wil mstruct you on
what the law is around tis case and these charges. The tnalis not ke a mavie So the
lte tralers that you might be used to that Mr Urick redermed to.not only should be of no
help, you should put them out of your mind. Because this st 3 sales evert ying 10
enfice you lo get you to come In and buy & ticket o see that movie. And they way that
those trailers are designed to highlight cectain things n them s0 that you wall come and
plunk down your maney s that you can find oul what the nd of the mowe 15 A murder
case and a murder inal are ameng the saddest things that can occur A murder tria tself
i3 about the gnef that occurs when a fellow ciizen s murdered - - whose be 15 snuffed
out. Allofitis ugly. One of the hings that the Judge wil at the end of the case - - and
many of you were asked during the voir dire process. That word means n french means
1o speak fhe truth. You were asked o speak the truth. You look an oath to speak the
truth. Every witness who comes in tis courtoom wil it in hat chair and take 2n oath ta
speak the tuth. But you jurors were asked to speak the fruth about your own lives and
our own expenences, and whal you know and what you heard about anything so that 2
Tellow ¢itizen, as the Judge wil lel you, is presumed innocent - - 5 wrapped in a cioak of
innocence that starts now and wil remain unless - - not unti - - the word is urless - -you

are persuaded by 2 burden that's the highest in our country's faws to persuade you wih
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{neir evidence . Thatis their job - - hair obligation to do - - i o persuade you of tal 'n
acdition to being very sad, you must by necessiy leam some things about these young
people that otherwise you might not cace about. [ speak to you about them because |
believe they are important - - that you understand the contexd of these things Adnan
Masud Syedis an American citizen. He was barm in this country Lke most American
titizens. He happens to have been bom of Pakistan exraction. His parents are Amencan
ciizens by choice  For tose of you - - you may or may not know some of the histary of
Pakistan, which i a country that was formed in the Arab world In the tip of the land mass
called Asia. (Indiscemible) is in the northwest comer of what was once India. Afier ndia
broke and got its independence from Great Brtain after years of colonial e And
Pakistan was formed because, witin India, hundreds of years of setements fom Hindus
and Moslems could not get along and subsequently Pakistan broke off. Thase of you who
arg ol enough - - not all of you are - - | barely remember the news reels of the Meslems
gaing o way and the Hindus going e other trying to keep peace in a region that has
ot endured an abiding peace for more than 60 years. And at some painl, many Pakistans
- -the bulk of whom were Moslem, but not 21l - - the bulk of whom were Maslem - -

many of them came fo tis country o seek peace and economic apportunity They
estaped their own county and eseaped to opportuniy for their children after decades of
war. And they came to this country as immigrants much (ke over 300 years Notall but
many of our peoples’ ancestors came s immigrants. They brought wath them ther
religion - - Jstam. They brought with them their own language in addifion to the Arabic of
Islam from their - - the dizfect that was spoken by ther people. And they brought tew
customs and way of ife. And when they gat here, most of them - - ke all the restof us -
-had chiidren. And they formed communities as Moslems and 2 Pakistans. Trey formed
a community centered around a mosque thatis called the Istamic Society. Itis located
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